
 Terrestrial Predator Policy 
(as amended by the Fish & Game Commission, April 19, 2018) 

 
 
 
It is the policy of the Fish and Game Commission that:  
 

I. For the purposes of this policy, terrestrial predators are defined as all native wildlife species in the 
Order Carnivora, except those in the Family Otariidae (seals, sea lions), the Family Phocidae (true 
seals), and sea otters (Enhydra lutris).  
 

II. Pursuant to the objectives set forth1 in Section 1801 of Fish and Game Code, the Fish and Game 
Commission (Commission) acknowledges that native terrestrial predators are an integral part of 
California’s natural wildlife and possess intrinsic, biological, historical, and cultural value, which 
benefit society and ecosystems. The Commission shall promote the ecological, scientific, aesthetic, 
recreational, and educational value of native terrestrial predators in the context of ecosystem-based 
management, while minimizing adverse impacts on wildlife and reducing conflicts that result in 
adverse impacts to humans, including health and safety, private property, agriculture, and other 
public and private economic impacts.  

 
III. The Commission further recognizes that sustainable conservation and management strategies are 

necessary to encourage the coexistence of humans and wildlife. It is, therefore, the policy and 
practice of the Fish and Game Commission that:  

 
a. Existing native terrestrial predator communities and their habitats are monitored, maintained, 

restored, and/or enhanced using the best available science. The department shall protect and 
conserve predator populations.  
 

b. Native terrestrial predator management shall be consistent with the goals and objectives of 
existing management and conservation plans. Management strategies shall recognize the 
ecological interactions between predators and other wildlife species and consider all available 
management tools, best available science, affected habitat, species, and ecosystems and other 
factors. The department shall provide consumptive and non-consumptive recreational 
opportunities. The recreational take of native terrestrial predator species shall be managed in a 
way that ensures sustainable populations of predator and prey are maintained.  

 
c. Human-predator conflict resolution shall rely on management strategies that avoid and reduce 

conflict that results in adverse impacts to human health and safety, private property, agriculture, 
and public and private economic impacts. Efforts should be made to minimize habituation of 
predators especially where it is leading to conflict. Human safety shall be considered a priority. 
Management decisions regarding human-predator conflicts shall evaluate and consider various 
forms of lethal and nonlethal controls that are efficacious, humane, feasible and in compliance 
with all applicable state and federal laws and regulations. A diverse set of tools is necessary to 
avoid, reduce, and manage conflict.  To ensure long term conservation of predators and co-
existence with humans and wildlife, all legal tools shall be considered when managing to address 
conflicts. 

 

                                                
 


