
ENDING WILDLIFE KILLING
CONTESTS

A Guide to Protecting Wild Carnivores
in Your Community



TABLE OF CONTENTS

projectcoyote.org2  |  WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS CARNIVORE ADVOCATE TOOLKIT 

Welcome Letter 

About Project Coyote 

How to Use this Toolkit 

Understand the Issue: Wildlife Killing Contests 
What are wildlife killing contests? 

Facts about wildlife killing contests 

Gather Information 
States That Have Banned Wildlife Killing Contests 

Research Details About Wildlife Killing Contests In Your Community 

Find Coalition Partners 

Understand Your Opposition 

Take Action 
Public Education and Awareness 

1.Write a letter to the editor or op-ed for your local paper 

2.Host a Film Screening of Project Coyote’s Educational Films on Wildlife Killing Contests 

3.Spread Awareness of Wildlife Killing Contests on Social Media 

Engage with Policymakers 

Resources 
Factsheet on Wildlife Killing Contests 

Statement: Conservation Scientists Oppose Wildlife Killing Contests 

National Poll and Factsheet on Public Support for Banning Wildlife Killing Contests 

Factsheet: Why Killing Coyotes Doesn’t Work 

Undercover Investigations on Wildlife Killing Contests 

Facts about North America’s Wild Carnivores 

Thank you for taking action to end wildlife killing contests! 

2

3

4

4
4

5

8
9

14

15

16

16
17

 17

18

20

23

25
25

25

25

25

25

25

26



WELCOME LETTER

We are deeply grateful you’ve decided to use your voice to advocate 
for North America’s wild carnivores! Our volunteer toolkits provide 
step-by-step guidance on how you can advocate for meaningful 
reform for wild carnivores in your community.

Across North America, wild carnivores continue to face intense
persecution from regressive and inhumane practices such as trapping,
wildlife killing contests, recreational hunting, and government-funded
killing programs—all due to negative perceptions and exaggerated
myths around human-wildlife conflict. However, as public attitudes shift
and scientific understanding of the importance of wild carnivores for
thriving ecosystems increases, it becomes apparent that inhumane and
ecologically destructive killing practices must be reformed. 

This need for change is shockingly clear when it comes to killing
contests, which reduce the lives of wildlife to disposable targets 
for human entertainment. Fortunately, as the following pages show,
there are many opportunities to take action, and that action is already
resulting in progress to ban these barbaric events nationwide. 

Wild carnivores are conscious, sentient and social beings with a right 
to live, and provide numerous ecological benefits to our multispecies
community. Our vision is to shift wild carnivore treatment from current
lethal policies to a framework centered around human-wildlife
coexistence, allowing for the flourishing of both humans and wild
carnivores, and your collective advocacy is crucial to our shared vision! 

Thank you for using your voice to advocate on behalf of our wild
carnivore neighbors.

For The Wild Ones,

Camilla Fox
Founder & Executive Director
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Vision
A North America where humans and wild carnivores coexist 
and ecosystems thrive.

Mission
To protect North America’s wild carnivores and promote
compassionate coexistence through education, science, 
advocacy, and coalition building.

Values
The values highlighted below guide Project Coyote’s organizational
operations, campaigns, and growth.

Compassion ~ We lead with empathy and care for the most
vulnerable, persecuted and dismissed. We cultivate society’s
understanding of the intrinsic value of individual lives and inspire
action to mitigate human-caused suffering. 
Advocacy ~ We work to protect wild carnivores as unique
individuals and as valued members of our multi-species
communities. As community members and fellow animals
ourselves, we recognize our responsibility to shield them from
human-caused harm.
Community ~ We are committed to building a more
compassionate world and recognize that cultivating a strong
community is crucial for reaching our goals. We respect diverse
worldviews and values which fosters mutual understanding,
empathy, and trust.
Respect ~ We respect all life, promoting fairness and reciprocity
in our relationships towards human and nonhuman animals. We
stand against human exceptionalism and human-centered policies
that dismiss wild carnivores. 
Wonder ~ We marvel at the inherent beauty, joy, and awe found in
wild nature. We believe cultivating emotional connections with
wild animals and the natural world is vital for fostering
compassionate worldviews.

ABOUT PROJECT COYOTE
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With this toolkit, you can advocate for wild animals in your community
and call for an end to inhumane and ecologically destructive wildlife
killing contests. This toolkit is organized into the following sections:

1.Understand the issue - Each year, thousands of coyotes, foxes,
bobcats, prairie dogs, crows, and even wolves are targeted in
organized wildlife killing contests where contestants compete for
cash and prizes for killing the most, largest, or smallest animals.
This section of the toolkit will provide an overview of wildlife killing
contests and a foundational understanding of this issue for
informed and effective advocacy.

2.Gather information - Gather information about wildlife killing
contests in your community and find key allies to assist you in
advocating against these events. This section provides guidance
on what information is pertinent to gather about wildlife killing
contests to better understand the issue within your community.

3.Take action - It’s time to put your knowledge into action. This
section offers recommendations on how to take action to ban
wildlife killing contests by raising public awareness, developing a
coalition of advocates, and even starting to engage with
policymakers. 

4.Resources - This section provides the resources you’ll need to
raise public awareness and take action to ban wildlife killing
contests. We’ve provided sample documents that can be adapted
for the specifics of your community. 

HOW TO USE THIS TOOLKIT
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UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE: 
WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

Before you begin your advocacy, it’s important to fully research and
understand the issue you're looking to address. This toolkit details
everything you’ll need to know about wildlife killing contests and
strategies for how to take action to ban them. 

Below we provide an overview of what wildlife killing contests 
are and key arguments for banning them, as well as how to respond
to common arguments made by those who want killing contests to
continue. It’s important to develop a thorough understanding of the
issue before you begin your advocacy so you can make well-informed
and persuasive arguments. 

WHAT ARE WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS?
Most Americans are shocked to learn that tens of thousands 
of wild animals are killed each year in wildlife killing contests held
nationwide. Wildlife killing contests are organized events where
contestants win prizes and awards for killing the most, largest, 
or even smallest and youngest of a given wildlife species. These
events take place over a specified period, often 24 or 48 hours, 
on both private properties and public lands owned by all Americans.
After the bodies are weighed and the prizes awarded, the animal’s
remains are most often discarded like trash. These cruel contests
take place across the country, operate unsupervised by the agencies
mandated to manage wildlife, and can destroy both wildlife families
and ecosystem health in specific locations.
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Photo by Dan Elster 
#CaptureCoexistence

https://projectcoyote.org/inspire/capturecoexistence/


FACTS ABOUT WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

Cruel and inhumane
Wildlife killing contests degrade the value of individual animals, 
who are unethically killed in these events for the trivial purpose of
prizes and entertainment. Wildlife killing contests are ethically no
different than dogfighting or cockfighting, which have been outlawed
nationwide because of their cruelty. Killing coyotes and other species
for thrills and prizes—with no respect for their intrinsic or ecological
value—is an act of senseless violence and waste. 

Undercover investigations across the country, led by Humane World
for Animals, show wildlife killing contest participants piling up
coyotes and foxes killed to be judged for prizes, and laughing and
posing for photos in front of piles of dead animals. In many contests,
young children are encouraged to participate, and hunting equipment
and high-powered rifles—including AR-15s—are awarded as raffle
prizes. See the Resources section of this toolkit for more details on
these undercover investigations.

Countless animals aren’t just killed, but may also be injured or
orphaned during these events. Participants often use electronic
calling devices that mimic the sounds of prey or coyotes in distress,
thereby manipulating animals’ natural curiosity or compassion to lure
them in so they can be more easily killed. 

Photo by Anonymous 
Texas Killing Contest

UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE: 
WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS
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UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE: 
WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

FACTS ABOUT WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

Contrary to the principles of modern science-based
wildlife policy
Wildlife killing contest participants and hosts will sometimes claim
these contests are helping manage wild carnivore populations,
thereby helping to increase populations of “game” species (like 
deer and turkey) or protect domestic animals, but these claims are
false and flawed. There is no peer-reviewed research or modern-day
scientific basis for this archaic claim–which has its roots in carnivore
extermination programs going back to the 1800s–and it has been
debunked by wildlife management agencies and professionals 
across the United States.

Wildlife killing contest participants also may claim that contests 
help decrease conflicts with domestic animals. However, scientific
evidence shows that randomly killing coyotes disrupts their 
pack structure, which can increase their populations and result 
in increased conflicts between coyotes, humans, and domestic
animals. Preventing conflicts by utilizing humane, non-lethal 
solutions is more effective.
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Photo by Sam Parks 
#CaptureCoexistence

UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE: 
WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

FACTS ABOUT WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

Destructive to healthy ecosystems
Wildlife killing contests participants indiscriminately target 
wild carnivores and harm the environment by removing ecologically
valuable species from the landscape. Wild carnivores, such as
coyotes and foxes, play a vital role in healthy ecosystems. They 
help control the transmission of diseases like Lyme, clean up 
animal carcasses, keep rodent populations in check, remove 
sick animals from the gene pool, protect crops and gardens, 
and sustain biodiversity. All these ecosystem services provided 
by wild carnivores are diminished when animals are indiscriminately
injured and killed in contests.
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Above: Coyote cleaning up a carcass

https://projectcoyote.org/inspire/capturecoexistence/


UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE: 
WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

FACTS ABOUT WILDLIFE
KILLING CONTESTS

Killing coyotes does not reduce
their populations
Indiscriminately killing coyotes does not
reduce their populations—in fact, it can have
the opposite effect. It is nearly impossible to
permanently reduce coyote populations;
more than 100 years of coyote killing has
failed to do that. Since 1850—when mass
killings of coyotes began— coyotes’ range
has tripled in the United States. 

Indiscriminate killing of coyotes stimulates
increases in their populations by disrupting
their social structure, which encourages
more breeding and migration. Unexploited
coyote populations self-regulate based on
the availability of food and habitat as well as
territorial defense by resident family groups. 

Typically, only the dominant pair in a pack of
coyotes reproduces, and they behaviorally
suppress reproduction among subordinate
members of the group. When one or both
members of the dominant pair are killed,
socially bonded packs break up, and
subordinate members disperse, find mates
and reproduce. This leads to coyotes breeding
at younger ages, and more pups surviving due
to the temporary increase in available prey
caused by a temporary reduction in the
coyote population. These factors work
synergistically to increase coyote populations
following exploitation events.
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UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE: 
WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

FACTS ABOUT WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

Symptomatic of misguided wildlife governance 
The species commonly targeted in wildlife killing contests lack
protections. Most states allow hunting of unlimited numbers of many
species all day and night and all year round. This lack of oversight by
wildlife management agencies, combined with the prospect of cash
and prizes, creates a powerful incentive to maximize indiscriminate
killing across the landscape during these events. 

Not a form of hunting
Hunters are not a homogeneous group, and recreational killing 
or killing purely for “fun” or “sport” is fundamentally different 
from subsistence hunting of game animals for meat. Killing contests
are also condemned by many sportsmen because they violate
fundamental hunting ethics such as the principle of “fair chase” 
(i.e., where wild animals have the chance to escape) and injuring 
and killing animals just to throw them away. Killing purely for
“entertainment” for “recreation” is a trivial purpose, thereby violating
ethical hunting principles because killing for fun or trophies should
never be the justification for the taking of another life, and can never
be considered ethical.

In addition, an increasing number of state wildlife agencies and
commissions have expressed concerns that wildlife killing contests
may inflict grave damage on the reputation of hunting more generally. 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department has stated, “Competitive
coyote hunts are raising concerns on the part of the public and could
possibly jeopardize the future of hunting and affect access to private
lands for all hunters.” The Arizona Game and Fish Commission has
stated: “[t]o the extent these contests reflect on the overall hunting
community, public outrage with these events has the potential to
threaten hunting as a legitimate wildlife management function.”
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UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE: 
WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

FACTS ABOUT WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS

Not a form of hunting (continued)
Participants in wildlife killing contests use inhumane methods to maximize
their killing such as electronic calling devices—which are often used to
attract coyotes and foxes into rifle range with sounds that imitate their
prey, a fellow coyote or fox, or even their young in distress. These wild
canids, like humans, feel a strong bond with other members of their
species and when they hear this cry for help, they approach to investigate.
Manipulating this natural compassion for an easy kill is a reprehensible
practice condemned by many hunters and non-hunters alike. 

The carcasses of the animals killed in wildlife killing contests are often
wasted, as the animals are not consumed for meat and their fur is often
unusable due to the damaging effects of high-powered weaponry. During
contests held in the spring, dependent young may be orphaned and left to
die from starvation, predation, or exposure. Pregnant females are often
killed during the prime “killing contest season” of January through March.
In many contests, youth participation is encouraged, perpetuating violence
toward wildlife for generations.

Killing contests violate the public trust doctrine 
Allowing individuals to wantonly kill wildlife as part of a cruel bloodsport is
a grave violation of the state’s obligations to hold wildlife in the public trust
for all citizens, and damages the reputation of state wildlife management
agencies. Allowing a minority of the population to kill unlimited numbers of
animals contradicts the interests of the majority of Americans, who value
the intrinsic and ecological value of wild carnivores. 

Not supported by the American public
A 2022 public opinion poll by the nonpartisan firm Remington Research
found that 80% of Americans oppose wildlife killing contests. To date
(2025), ten U.S. states—Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Vermont, and
Washington—have outlawed these events, and several other states are
considering similar action.
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GATHER INFORMATION

It is important to be well-informed about wildlife killing contests in
your state and local community. This section provides information
about how to gather information on wildlife killings contests that 
are occurring in your community. You can use this information to
raise public awareness on the issue, and help to find and build a local
coalition of fellow advocates in support of protecting wild carnivores.

States that have Banned Wildlife Killing Contests
The National Coalition to End Wildlife Killing Contests is working 
with local coalitions and citizens in states across the nation to ban
this bloodsport. To date (2025), we have banned this practice in ten
states! As you begin to think about banning killing contests in your
community you can look to other states that have successfully
banned this practice.

In 2014, California banned the awarding of prizes for killing
“furbearing” and “nongame” species. The New Mexico State Land
Commissioner prohibited killing contests for unprotected species 
on 9 million acres of State Trust Lands in 2019. Arizona and
Massachusetts prohibited wildlife killing contests for predatory 
and furbearing species in 2019. New Mexico and Vermont outlawed
coyote killing contests in 2019 and 2018, respectively. 

In May 2020, Colorado became the sixth U.S. state to ban killing
contests when its Parks and Wildlife Commission enacted a
regulation prohibiting contests that target furbearers and small game
species. In September 2020, Washington became the seventh state
to prohibit the events when the state’s Fish and Wildlife Commission
voted to ban the killing of unprotected species, including coyotes,
bobcats, crows, foxes and raccoons as part of a contest.

In September 2023, Oregon prohibited wildlife killing contests for
“unprotected mammals” across public lands with a unanimous vote
by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission. And then in December
of 2023, New York became the tenth state to prohibit wildlife killing
contests when the Governor signed a bill into law.
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GATHER INFORMATION

States that have Banned Wildlife Killing Contests (continued)

There have also been attempts to ban wildlife killing contests on federal public lands. In 2022 and
again in 2024, federal legislation was introduced which, if enacted, would prohibit wildlife killing
contests on more than 500 million acres of U.S. public land.
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GATHER INFORMATION

States that have Banned Wildlife Killing Contests (continued)

Below is a summary of existing state laws and regulations that prohibit wildlife killing contests (updated
as of August 2025):
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STATE TYPE OF MEASURE SPECIES COVERED PROHIBITION

Arizona AAC 12-4-303 A4i Covers predatory
(foxes, skunks,
coyotes & bobcats)
and furbearing
animals (muskrats,
raccoons, otters,
weasels, bobcats,
beavers, badgers &
ringtail cats)

A person shall not participate in,
organize, promote, sponsor, or solicit
participation in a contest where a
participant uses or intends to use
any device or implement to capture
or kill predatory animals 
or fur-bearing animals as defined
under A.R.S. § 17-101. 

California 14 CCR § 465(b) Fur-bearing animals Unlawful to offer any prize or other
inducement as a reward for the
taking of furbearing mammals 
in an individual contest, tournament
or derby.

California Cal. Fish and Game
Code § 2003

Game bird, mammal,
fish, reptile,
amphibian

Unlawful to offer a prize or other
inducement as a reward for the
taking of a game bird, mammal, fish,
reptile, or amphibian in an individual
contest, tournament, or derby.

California 14 CCR § 472(e) Non-game animals Unlawful to offer any prize or other
inducement as a reward for the
taking of non-game animals in 
an individual contest, tournament
 or derby.

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/azgfd-portal-wordpress-pantheon/wp-content/uploads/archive/R12-4-303-NFRM_Vers2.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/azgfd-portal-wordpress-pantheon/wp-content/uploads/archive/R12-4-303-NFRM_Vers2.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/california/14-CCR-472


GATHER INFORMATION

States that have Banned Wildlife Killing Contests (continued)

Below is a summary of existing state laws and regulations that prohibit wildlife killing contests (updated
as of August 2025):
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STATE TYPE OF MEASURE SPECIES COVERED PROHIBITION

Colorado Statute CO REV ST §
33- 6-118

Big game It is unlawful for any person to
advertise, conduct or offer to
conduct, or otherwise promote 
or participate in any contest or
competition involving two or more
persons and the monetary payment
or awarding of any other prize when
the object of the contest or
competition involves the killing 
of any big game or the display 
for comparison of any big game 
or any part thereof.

Colorado Regulation 2 CCR 406-3
#303

Covers small game
and furbearers
(including coyotes
and prairie dogs) 
for which there is 
no daily bag or
possession limit.

Contests involving small game or
furbearers are allowed, except: 
No person shall advertise, conduct,
offer to conduct, promote or
participate in any competitive event
which involves: (1) The taking of any
small game or furbearer species for
which the daily bag or possession is
unlimited, including but not limited 
to coyotes and prairie dogs.
Provided, however, that such events
are allowed if no more than five of
each species are taken by each
participant during the entire event.
(2) The taking of marked or tagged
small game released as part of such
contest and where money or other
valuable prizes are awarded for the
taking of such small game and game
birds. “Valuable prizes” shall not
include certificates or other similar
tokens of recognition not having 
any significant monetary value.

https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-33-parks-and-wildlife/co-rev-st-sect-33-6-118.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-33-parks-and-wildlife/co-rev-st-sect-33-6-118.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-33-parks-and-wildlife/co-rev-st-sect-33-6-118.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-33-parks-and-wildlife/co-rev-st-sect-33-6-118.html


GATHER INFORMATION

States that have Banned Wildlife Killing Contests (continued)

Below is a summary of existing state laws and regulations that prohibit wildlife killing contests (updated
as of August 2025):
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STATE TYPE OF MEASURE SPECIES COVERED PROHIBITION

Maryland MD §10-427 Coyotes, foxes,
raccoons

A person may not sponsor, conduct,
or participate in a contest organized
in the State that has the objective 
of killing a coyote, fox, or raccoon 
for prizes or monetary rewards.

Massachusetts 321 CMR 2.16 Predatory or
furbearing animals
outlined by CMR
3.02(3) and (5)-(11) .

Unlawful for any person to organize,
sponsor, promote, conduct or
participate in a contest in which
participants compete for prizes or
other inducements that results in 
the capture, take or waste of those
predatory or furbearing animals.

Montana MCA 87-6-214 Fur-bearing animals,
protected species.

A person, firm, or club may not offer
or give a prize, gift, or anything of
value in connection with or as a bag
limit prize for the taking, capturing,
killing, or in any manner acquiring any
game, fowl, or fur-bearing animal or
any bird or animal protected by law.

New Mexico NMS § 30-18-16 Coyotes It is unlawful for a person to 
organize, cause, sponsor, arrange,
hold or participate in a coyote-killing
contest (an organized or sponsored
competition with the objective of
killing coyotes for prizes or
entertainment).

New York N.Y. Envtl. Conserv. Law
§ 11-0901(14)

Wildlife generally It is unlawful for any person 
to organize, sponsor, conduct,
promote or participate in any
contest, competition, tournament, 
or derby with the objective of taking
or hunting wildlife for prizes or other
inducement, or for entertainment.

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gnr&section=10-427&enactments=false
https://casetext.com/regulation/code-of-massachusetts-regulations/department-321-cmr-division-of-fisheries-and-wildlife/title-321-cmr-200-miscellaneous-regulations/section-216-prohibition-on-contests-for-the-capture-take-or-waste-of-predator-and-furbearer-animals
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0870/chapter_0060/part_0020/section_0140/0870-0060-0020-0140.html
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-30-criminal-offenses/article-18-animals/section-30-18-16-coyote-killing-contests-prohibited-definition-penalties
https://newyork.public.law/laws/n.y._environmental_conservation_law_section_11-0901
https://newyork.public.law/laws/n.y._environmental_conservation_law_section_11-0901


GATHER INFORMATION

States that have Banned Wildlife Killing Contests (continued)

Below is a summary of existing state laws and regulations that prohibit wildlife killing contests (updated
as of August 2025):
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STATE TYPE OF MEASURE SPECIES COVERED PROHIBITION

New York N.Y. Envtl. Conserv. Law
§ 11-0901(14)

Wildlife generally It is unlawful for any person 
to organize, sponsor, conduct,
promote or participate in any
contest, competition, tournament, 
or derby with the objective of taking
or hunting wildlife for prizes or other
inducement, or for entertainment.

Vermont 10 V.S.A. § 4716 Coyotes A person shall not hold, conduct 
or participate in a coyote-hunting
competition (a contest in which
people compete in the capturing 
or taking of coyotes for a prize).

Washington WAC 220-412-110 Coyotes, bobcats,
crows, and foxes.

Prohibits hunting contests involving
unclassified and classified wildlife
species without a bag limit. Also
prohibits entry fees/donation requests. 

https://newyork.public.law/laws/n.y._environmental_conservation_law_section_11-0901
https://newyork.public.law/laws/n.y._environmental_conservation_law_section_11-0901
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10/113/04716
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAc/default.aspx?cite=220-412-110


Research Details About Wildlife Killing Contests In
Your Community
Before you begin advocating for an end to wildlife killing contests, 
it’s important to have good information on hand. Toward that end,
below are suggestions for important data to gather as well as
questions to guide your initial research. In addition to the suggested
ways below to gather this information, you can also reach out to
info@projectcoyote.org to learn more about wildlife killing contests 
in your state.

Does your state or city have any rules or regulations around
hunting contests or competitions? What are the current state laws
for hunting coyotes and other species targeted by wildlife killing
contests? Is there a closed or open season? Are permits required?
Do kill (called ‘bag’) limits exist for each species? 

To find this information, look at your state wildlife agency’s
website and reach out to them with specific questions. To find
information on your state wildlife agency, start with this
resource from Wildlife for All. 

Which communities are hosting and participating in wildlife killing
contests? What type of businesses sponsor them? What are the
proceeds used for? If wildlife killing contests are occurring in your
state, who is sponsoring or hosting them? 

Reference this map of known wildlife killing contest locations
from Humane World for Animals. Select a few contests taking
place in your state and perform a Google search to find the
contest’s website or social media. Note down contests’
locations, sponsors, and other relevant information.

How many wildlife killing contests occur throughout your state? Do
any wildlife killing contests occur in your local community? 

See this map of known wildlife killing contest locations from
the Humane World for Animals that provides information on
known contests occurring across the U.S. Note: This map is not
an exhaustive list of events, given their clandestine nature and
concealment from the general public. 

What species do wildlife killing contests in your state and region
target? Which are the most common targets? Does the state
agency have reliable data on their population status (and trends)?
Contact your state wildlife agency for this information.

GATHER INFORMATION
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mailto:info@projectcoyote.org
https://wildlifeforall.us/resources/find-your-state/
https://wildlifeforall.us/resources/find-your-state/
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?hl=en&ll=45.74691158635132%2C-94.66975140318343&z=7&mid=19Qo1CVP-u-hsHjfRIAqrx6joKtCTL8ud


GATHER INFORMATION

Find Coalition Partners
Building a coalition of like minded advocates is essential for creating
broad support behind bringing an end to wildlife killing contests. This
section provides a framework for where to look for fellow advocates.
Start off by looking to the National Coalition to End Wildlife Killing
Contests. Look specifically for coalition partners based in your specific
state. Reach out directly to these groups to determine if they are
actively working to ban killing contests in your state. 

From there, you can expand your search to other people including: 
Family Members
Friends
Neighbors
Colleagues
People you meet at tabling events (be sure to bring a sign up sheet
to these events so you can capture names and email addresses of
interested people).

Expand your search further, by finding other groups and individuals in
your state, county, or city who might help advocate for change for
these issues. Good places to find compassionate people who might be
interested in helping include:

Local humane societies
Local, state, and regional animal and environmental advocacy
organizations
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (only contact accredited zoos)
Veterinarians
Wildlife rehabilitation organizations 
Wildlife sanctuaries that are accredited by the Global Federation
of Animal sanctuaries
Wildlife scientists or experts
Predator-friendly ranchers and farmers
Fair-chase/ethical hunters
Faith leaders
Influential decision-makers
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GATHER INFORMATION

Photo by Pamela Harte 
Killing Contest in Texas

Understand Your Opposition
It is important to know who the proponents of wildlife killing contests
are, as well as their viewpoints to effectively advocate for your cause,
whether to the media, fellow community members or policymakers.
Here are a few questions that can help better understand the interests
you’re going up against:

Who are the people or entities that support and participate in
wildlife killing contests in your community? 

Are they affiliated with a particular group or organization? Do
they own or associate with a business that has a financial stake
in the continuation of the practice? 

What is their reasoning for opposing your viewpoint? 
By knowing this, you can craft more effective arguments by
addressing reasons the opposition might oppose your efforts
directly. For instance, someone from the opposition might say
wildlife killing contests are needed to decrease coyote
populations or are a kind of legal hunting. However, with data
from your research into the issue, this claim can easily be refuted.

These questions should provide a good foundation for responding 
to counter arguments made in opposition to your advocacy. These
questions should also help you consider other arguments against 
your viewpoint that may not be stated outright or be apparent.
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TAKE ACTION

Once you’ve gained an understanding of what wildlife killing contests
are and have gathered information about wildlife killing contests in
your community, you can begin to take action for reform. Below are
two key ways you can start to take action:

1.Public Education and Awareness
2.Engage with Policy Makers

Public Education and Awareness
Now that you’ve learned about wildlife killing contests, it’s time to 
start raising public awareness in your community to build grassroots
support for banning killing contests. Public education is essential in
creating change. Below are some key ways to educate and raise
awareness about wildlife killing contests:

1. Write a letter to the editor or op-ed for your local paper

Letters to the editor are a powerful way to influence public opinion.
Not only is the opinion page the most read page in the newspaper, 
but policymakers often peruse the opinion section to understand the
concerns of their constituents on various issues. If your state permits
these events to continue, consider writing a Letter to the Editor (LTE)
to your local newspaper or an Op-Ed for a local or state based
publication to raise awareness about this issue. 

Even if your state has banned wildlife killing contests, there is still much
work to be done to increase understanding and appreciation for wild
carnivores. Consider writing a piece about coexisting with your wild
neighbors, especially if you see posts or articles with negative views of
wildlife and carnivores. Either way, you will increase awareness and
appreciation for wild lives and increase your own standing in your
community as a wildlife advocate and knowledgeable expert. 
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TAKE ACTION

Public awareness of coyote behavior
can encourage community support for

coexistence. Project Coyote team
members putting up ‘Be Coyote Aware’

signs and door hangers in an area
where coyotes have been sighted. 

Public Education and Awareness (continued)
Typically, letters to the editor are brief, around five or six sentences
(250 words or less)—so keep your message concise and to the point.
Many newspapers specify their word count limit in the letters section.
Opinion editorials, commonly known as "op-eds," are similar to letters 
to the editor but are longer and provide more detailed context on a
particular issue. While letters to the editor are typically around 250
words and can be freely submitted, op-eds can be longer, typically
ranging from 500 to 800 words, and generally you should check with
the opinion or managing editor of an outlet before making a submission. 

For an op-ed, clearly outline your connection to the issue—whether you
are a business owner, veterinarian, wildlife rehabilitator, animal shelter
or rescue worker or volunteer, scientist, academic, hunter, hiker,
wildlife watcher, parent, or school or community association leader
concerned with animal welfare, the environment, or public safety. 

Use the facts about wildlife killing contests provided in this toolkit. Try 
to include any specific information on local contests happening in your
state. Your main point (e.g., wildlife killing contests are cruel, dangerous,
unsporting, or wasteful) should be stated clearly at the beginning of the
op-ed to capture the reader's attention. Lastly, make sure to include a
clear call to action, explaining what you want readers to do after reading
your letter. For more tips on writing LTEs, click here. If your LTE or Op-Ed
is published, please share it with us at info@projectcoyote.org. 
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Sample LTEs

Sample 1: 
Most [insert state residents] are appalled to learn that wildlife 
killing contests are still legal in the state. These events pit participants
against innocent animals, with prizes awarded for the most or largest
or even smallest animals killed. This barbaric practice is not only cruel
but also counterproductive to sound wildlife management and
definitely are not a form of ethical hunting.

Contrary to popular belief, randomly killing carnivores like coyotes
does not effectively control their populations. It can exacerbate
problems by disrupting pack structures and leading to increased
conflicts with humans. These contests also fuel harmful stereotypes
about animals like coyotes, hindering conservation efforts.

These contests have been documented in [insert state] and continue
to be prevalent across the state. It is time for [insert state] to join the
growing number of states that have banned wildlife-killing contests
including Arizona, California, Colorado, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington. [insert
state] should also show leadership and recognize this barbaric practice
as cruel and inhumane, and instead protect our state’s wildlife.

Every creature deserves a chance to live their life free from
persecution. It’s time to end the senseless slaughter of wildlife for fun
and games and embrace a more humane approach to coexisting with
our wild neighbors.
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Sample LTEs

Sample 2:
Wildlife killing contests are a barbaric and ineffective practice that 
is wreaking havoc on ecosystems across the country. These events,
often disguised as population control, actually harm our ecosystem
and undermine sound wildlife management.

Rather than addressing real wildlife conflicts, these contests prioritize
killing for entertainment and profit. Participants compete for prizes 
by indiscriminately slaughtering wild animals, a practice that lacks 
any scientific or ecological justification. The animals killed are often
thrown away like trash –– with no benefit to the environment 
or the public.

I urge our state policymakers to follow the ten other states that have
enacted prohibitions on wildlife killing contests. [Insert state] wildlife
deserves protection, not exploitation. We must prioritize sound
wildlife management practices that respect both animals and the
people who share this state.
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2. Host a Film Screening of Project Coyote’s
Educational Films on Wildlife Killing Contests

Consider hosting a film screening of one (or both) of the Wildlife Killing
Contests documentaries linked in the Resources section. Most people
don’t know these events exist, but as awareness of this bloodsport
increases, the easier it becomes to ban these egregious contests. 
Help raise awareness and grow the opposition to wildlife killing
contests. Please contact info@projectcoyote.org if you plan to 
host a film screening so we can offer support.

Here are our suggestions for hosting a film screening: 
First, organize a venue for hosting the screening. This can vary
from a local or neighborhood event hosted at someone's house or
a venue like a public library. You can also consider hosting a virtual
screening. In-person events are preferred for building on-the-
ground local awareness but webinars/online events are great
opportunities for increasing awareness as well. Hosting a
screening like this will require sending invitations and promoting
the event.
Begin the event with time for mingling, snacks, beverages, etc. 
Share your personal connection/experiences with wildlife and why
you care about protecting wild lives. 
Show one (or both) of the Wildlife Killing Contest films with a
trigger warning in advance that some images and scenes will be
difficult to watch and looking away is okay. 
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2. Host a Film Screening of Project Coyote’s
Educational Films on Wildlife Killing Contests

At the conclusion of the film, highlight the data you gathered on
WKCs in your state, including: 

General information on wildlife killing contests (see Facts
About WKCs section above) 
The number of known wildlife killing contests taking place in
your state and local community and the species most
commonly targeted by wildlife killing contests in your state
The scientific evidence pointing to how widespread and
indiscriminate killing can disrupt wildlife populations, ecological
relationships and ecosystem resiliency
The lack of evidence for killing contests serving any
conservation or ecological purpose

Connect your message to an action that the public can take, such as:
Contacting their local or state lawmakers to support (or
introduce) legislation that would ban wildlife killing contests. 
Contacting state wildlife agencies to ask for action to ban
wildlife killing contests.
Contact your county or city council members to ask them to
introduce/support a nonbinding opinion (known as a resolution)
that would condemn wildlife killing contests (see the Humane
World for Animals guide to passing local resolutions
condemning wildlife killing contests).
Invite your guests to share this toolkit so others can take
action and direct them to Project Coyote’s information page on
killing contests and related actions.
Invite them to share Project Coyote’s social media accounts to
raise more awareness and to visit our petitions page, our
#CaptureCoexistence petition (for wildlife photographers only),
and our e-team sign up page.
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Good Films to Screen at Public Events

Wildlife Killing Contests (2021)

This documentary was produced and directed by National
Geographic Explorer, Filmmaker, and Project Coyote Ambassador
Filipe DeAndrade, his media company Comfort Theory, and
Executive Producers and Project Coyote Advisory Board Members
Pam & Will Harte. The film investigates the bloodsport known as
wildlife killing contests. Watch and share here.

KILLING GAMES: Wildlife in the Crosshairs (2017)

In KILLING GAMES, a groundbreaking exposé, actor, conservationist
and Project Coyote Advisory Board Member Peter Coyote — 
with environmentalists, ranchers, public officials and Native
Americans — brings these shadowy contests to light and speaks 
out against this hidden war on wildlife. Produced and directed by
Project Coyote’s founder Camilla Fox. Watch and share the 
30 minute or 10 minute version.

Ecosystem Allies (2024)

Although not directly related to wildlife killing contests, this short 
film highlights the importance of wild carnivores in maintaining fully
functioning and healthy ecosystems. The film combats the many
misconceptions and myths that perpetuate the historic persecution 
of wild carnivores in North America and is a key component of our
national efforts to inspire new audiences to compassionately coexist
with their wild neighbors. Watch and share here. 

TAKE ACTION
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3. Spread Awareness of Wildlife Killing Contests on
Social Media
Use social media to increase awareness and rally your network against
wildlife killing contests. Keep them informed about what wildlife killing
contests are, events happening in your community and any important
legislative actions to ban them. Also encourage those on social media
to take action by submitting letters to the editor, contacting event
sponsors or hosts, and joining your coalition. Social media is an
excellent platform for connecting with like-minded individuals who
can support your mission! This section includes sample share graphics,
Facebook, Instagram, and X/Twitter posts to help you get started.

Social Media sample posts
Please freely use these sample social media posts to raise awareness
of wildlife killing contests. We encourage you to share with one of the
suggested captions below, or draft your own caption.

Tagging Project Coyote 
We would greatly appreciate it if you tag Project Coyote’s account(s)
in your social media captions. 

Instagram: @projectcoyoteorg 
Twitter: @ProjectCoyote 
Facebook: @projectcoyote 
LinkedIn: Project Coyote 
TikTok: @projectcoyoteorg 
Website: ProjectCoyote.org

We also encourage you to use some or all of the following hashtags: 
#CompassionateCoexistence 
#WorthMoreAlive 
#StopTheKill 
#EndWildlifeKillingContests
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3. Spread Awareness of Wildlife Killing Contests 
on Social Media

X/Twitter/Bluesky:

Sample tweet 1:
Have you heard of wildlife killing contests?
Legal in most states, they allow adults and children to kill untold
numbers of wild carnivores for cash and prizes, often using unethical
tactics. It’s time to end them. #EndWildlifeKillingContests
Take action: ProjectCoyote.org

Sample tweet 2:
What are wildlife killing contests?
Legal in much of the U.S., these cruel and destructive events reward
killing the most, largest, and smallest animals using bait and predator
calls, often disguised as “management.” #StopTheKill
- Learn more: ProjectCoyote.org

Sample tweet 3:
Thousands of coyotes, foxes, bobcats & other animals are killed each
year in wildlife killing contests—cruel events where prizes are awarded
for the most or biggest kills. It's time to end this brutality. #StopTheKill
#WorthMoreAlive
- Learn more: ProjectCoyote.org 
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3. Spread Awareness of Wildlife Killing Contests 
on Social Media

Facebook/Instagram/LinkedIn:

Sample caption 1:
Have you heard of wildlife killing contests? 
Every year, thousands of coyotes, foxes, bobcats, prairie dogs, crows,
and even wolves fall victim to wildlife killing contests—brutal events
where participants compete for prizes by killing the most, largest, or
smallest animals. These contests, still completely legal in 40 U.S.
states, represent one of the most extreme and indiscriminate forms 
of wildlife killing. 

Rewarding the mass killing of wildlife disguised as recreation or
management has no place in a society that values science-based
decision-making, compassion, and ecological integrity. It’s time to 
end these cruel and senseless events once and for all. 

- Learn how you can help end wildlife killing contests at
ProjectCoyote.org.

#StopTheKill #WorthMoreAlive #EndWildlifeKillingContests

Sample caption 2:
What are wildlife killing contests?
Still legal in much of the U.S., wildlife killing contests represent one 
of the most extreme and indiscriminate forms of wildlife killing.
Participants are encouraged to kill as many animals as possible using
unethical tactics like baiting and predator-calling devices, all under the
false guise of “management” or “hunting.” In reality, these contests
disrupt the balance of nature, devalue individual animals, and violate
fundamental ethical hunting principles. 

- It’s time to end these cruel and senseless events once and for all.
Visit ProjectCoyote.org to learn how!

#StopTheKill #WorthMoreAlive #EndWildlifeKillingContests
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3. Spread Awareness of Wildlife Killing Contests 
on Social Media

Facebook/Instagram/LinkedIn:

Sample caption 3:
Every year across the U.S., thousands of coyotes, foxes, bobcats,
prairie dogs, crows, and even wolves are killed in wildlife killing
contests. These brutal events award prizes for killing the most,
biggest, or smallest animals, often using unethical tactics.

Despite this cruelty and destructiveness, these contests remain legal
in most states and are rarely monitored by wildlife agencies. They’re
disguised as “management” or "sport," but they violate ethical hunting
standards, ignore science, and worsen human-wildlife conflicts.

It’s time to end them. #StopTheKill #WorthMoreAlive
#EndWildlifeKillingContests

- Learn more and take action: ProjectCoyote.org
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Engage with Policymakers
After raising public awareness in your community and building a
coalition of advocates interested in banning wildlife killing contests,
the next step is to start raising awareness about this issue with
policymakers. We’ve included information below for how you can
reach out to your policymakers to ask for them to address this issue. 

Before engaging with state legislators or agency decision-makers,
please reach out to us at info@projectcoyote.org to ascertain Project
Coyote’s or another organization's potential involvement in
addressing the issue with your state legislature or wildlife agency. 

If there isn’t an active effort (bill or petition) to ban wildlife killing
contests in your state, it is still important to reach out to your
policymaker and notify them on what wildlife killing contests are and
your interest as a constituent in seeing them banned in your state. Use
the information provided in this toolkit, specifically the facts about
wildlife killing contests to develop your main points. 
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Here are some tips to consider, before approaching your policymakers
to advocate for a ban on wildlife killing contests.

Strive to be well informed about the issue so that you come across
as credible and knowledgeable. 
Familiarize yourself with the legislative process. If you're
interested in advocating for a county-wide ordinance, reach out to
the county council office to learn about the legislative procedures.
Attend an open council meeting to understand how these
meetings operate.
Build a relationship with legislators' support staff early, as they are
usually more accessible than the legislators themselves and can
offer valuable information. Keep all communications brief and
professional, and always express gratitude for their time and
assistance.
Prepare a well-researched and well-written informational packet
on wildlife killing contests using the resources section of this
toolkit which includes sample factsheets and more to provide to
your legislator(s).
Identify yourself as a concerned citizen, constituent, business
owner, voter or whatever may apply. 

Here are ways you can communicate with your policymakers:
Send a letter/email describing what wildlife killing contests are,
why you believe they should be prohibited, and your personal
connection to this issue
Call your policymaker's office and set up an appointment to talk to
them in person about why you, as one of their constituents, care
deeply about this issue and ask them to take action

In all communications with policymakers, be sure to use the data 
and research you’ve gathered on the issue in support of your
viewpoint. Keep your points clear and concise and explain why the
issue affects you personally. Also, be prepared with your developed
counterarguments. Always be polite and respectful when
communicating with policymakers. 
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Factsheet on Wildlife Killing Contests
This shareable fact sheet provides an overview of wildlife killing
contests and the key arguments for banning them. Consider using 
this fact sheet when engaging with policymakers. 

Statement: Conservation Scientists Oppose Wildlife Killing Contests 
The Project Coyote’s Science & Ethics Advisory Board collaborated
with over 70 conservation scientists to issue a joint statement
condemning wildlife killing contests. 

National Poll and Factsheet on Public Support for Banning Wildlife
Killing Contests
This national poll conducted by Animal-Human Policy Center at
Colorado State University, in collaboration with Project Coyote, 
show broad public support among U.S. citizens for banning wildlife
killing contests, with 78.2% support for a federal law and 81.7%
support for a state law banning wildlife killing contests. This shareable
factsheet highlights these results, along with support for other key
reform measures for wild carnivores.

Factsheet: Why Killing Coyotes Doesn’t Work 
This fact sheet developed by Project Coyote’s Science & Ethics
Advisory Board provides an overview (with scientific citations) 
of why killing coyotes doesn’t work in decreasing populations 
or decreasing conflict.

Undercover Investigations on Wildlife Killing Contests
The following undercover investigative reports, conducted by Humane
World for Animals, detail the gruesome, wasteful, and cruel nature of
wildlife killing contests. 

Texas investigative report
Indiana investigative report
New York investigative report

RESOURCES
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RESOURCES

Facts about North America’s Wild Carnivores
Many North America’s wild carnivores are the targets of wildlife 
killing contests. You will be a more effective advocate if you learn
about the wild carnivores in your community so you can help correct
any misunderstandings, myths, and misperceptions about them. It is
also important that you provide resources to your community to help
the public understand the behavior and ecology of the carnivores in
their area. The following resources in this section will help you and
your community better understand the wild carnivores in your area.

Bobcats: https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/bobcat/ 

Coyotes: https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/coyote/

Foxes: https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/fox/

Mountain Lions: https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/mountain-lion/

Gray Wolves: https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/wolf/

projectcoyote.org37  |  WILDLIFE KILLING CONTESTS CARNIVORE ADVOCATE TOOLKIT

https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/bobcat/
https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/coyote/
https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/fox/
https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/mountain-lion/
https://projectcoyote.org/carnivores/wolf/


THANK YOU FOR TAKING
ACTION TO END WILDLIFE
KILLING CONTESTS!

Project Coyote is profoundly grateful for your unwavering dedication
and advocacy for wild carnivores. Thanks to your commitment and
tireless efforts, we are making important strides in protecting these
sentient creatures and promoting carnivore coexistence.

Your willingness to give your time, energy, and voice to this 
important work is invaluable. By educating others, raising awareness,
and championing the cause of wild carnivores, you are paving the way
for a brighter, more sustainable future.

Your advocacy not only helps to safeguard these species but also
fosters a deeper understanding and appreciation for the vital role 
they play in our ecosystems.

Your contributions, whether big or small, are essential to our success.
Thank you for being the driving force behind our mission!
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